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The Digital Appellate Court  

Introduction to the eDCA Electronic Portal  

Introduction  

 

 During the 2009 legislative session Senate Bill 1718 was adopted, it gave 

the First District Court of Appeal an unprecedented opportunity to embrace a 

technological approach to the appellate workflow.  The bill included the 

following language in Section 17 mandating the development of a pilot 

electronic filing system.  

It is the intent of the Legislature that the First District Court of Appeal, through a pilot 
project [...] implement an electronic filing system for appeals of workersô 
compensation cases, in part to reduce costs to the Workersô Compensation 
Administrative Trust Fund. To the extent feasible, the system the First District Court 
of Appeal adopts shall use, or be compatible with, the current electronic filing system 
used by the Office of Judges of Compensation Claims and shall be capable of being 
used to receive and maintain electronic filings in other cases [...]. (SB 1718, §17.) 

 Since the bill passed the First District Court of Appeal  has worked 

diligently w ith other Florida courts and agencies, including the Office of 

Judges of Compensation Claims (OJCC), to develop and implement a system 

that meets, and exceeds, the requirements of the legislation.    

 This document will serve as an overview of the public portion of  this 

system--The eDCA Portal. eDCA is the application through which the 

attorneys and parties doing business with the court access and file documents 

in any case in which they are involved.   Included is an overview of core 

functions of  the portal and hands on tips about the day to day usage of eDCA. 
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External District Court of Appeal - eDCA 

What is eDCA? 

 eDCA allows customers of the First District Court of Appeal  direct 

access, via the web, to digital copies of all of the files in any case where they 

are a party or attorney.  Using eDCA an attorney with a computer has access 

to --every document, everyday, everywhere, in every case that is pending with 

our court .   

 eDCA requires users to register for secure access to the server.   Once 

registered, and approved by the 1DCA Clerkôs office, a user has easy access to 

his account from any internet connected computer.  This access allows the 

user to electronically file documents of any type with the Court.   Additionally, 

it provides access to the complete digital repository of documents for any of 

the usersô associated cases.    

 Beyond the core functions of document filing and document viewing, 

eDCA registration provides additional benefits.   Two of the most used 

benefits are CaseMail and Brief search. CaseMail provides immediate notice 

of any filings or actions in every associated case. Brief Search provides 

attorneys access to any brief filed in any case permitted by law or Rule.  
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How do I register  for eDCA? 

 The registration process is simple and straightforward.   A user seeking 

access may simply click on the ñRegistrationò link on the eDCA webpage at  

http://edca.1dca.org.    The following screen will then be presented.     The 

user simply fill s out all the 

required information noting 

that the e-mail address and 

password they provi de will 

be login credentials for all 

future access to the site. 

 After submitting all 

the information the 

registration will not become 

active until it has been 

reviewed by the Court.   

Upon full activation an e-

mail is sent to the address 

used to register.   The user 

will then have access to the docket documents for any case where he or she is 

listed as a party.   Additionally, the registered user will be able to file 

documents those cases.    

 

Basic Functionality    

 After registration  has been approved the user will be able to login to the 

portal for the first time.    

 The following  two pages give a new eDCA user detailed screen overviews 

for  each of the main eDCA functions.    
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The eDCA Docket gives 
quick, easy access to all 
docket documents.  
Documents can be easily 
viewed and printed.

The Case Info page 
shows information 
optimized to meet the 
needs of attorneys.

The Case List shows a 
registered eDCA a list of 
any case in which they 
are listed as an attorney 
or party.

The File Document 
tab takes you into the 
e-filing system where 
documents can be 
filed with the court 
electronically.
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The Briefs in Other 
Cases allows 
attorneys to read 
briefs from any case 
available as 
determined by statute 
and appellate rules.

The Pending Filings 
tab shows all 
documents that 
have been filed but 
not yet accepted by 
the Court.

The Rejected Filings 
tab shows all e-filed 
documents that 
have been rejected 
by the court, and 
the reason for 
rejection.

The My Profile tab 
allows users a quick 
and easy way to 
keep contact 
information up to 
date with the court.

 














